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	Bridging the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum with the Key Stage 1 (KS1) National Curriculum is essential to ensuring continuity, consistency, and progression in children’s learning. The EYFS provides a strong foundation through a play-based, child-centred approach that fosters communication, independence, and curiosity. As children move into KS1, they encounter more formal learning structures and subject-specific content. A well-considered bridge between these two phases supports a smooth transition and helps maintain children’s confidence, engagement, and motivation.
Effective bridging ensures that the skills, knowledge, and learning behaviours developed in the foundation stage are recognised, valued, and built upon in KS1. It allows children to consolidate their learning while gradually adapting to the increased structure and expectations of the National Curriculum. By aligning teaching approaches and ensuring continuity in pedagogy, planning, and assessment, we can reduce learning gaps, support emotional wellbeing, and promote sustained academic progress.



	Understanding of the World / Science Skills progression

	Areas of disciplinary knowledge
	Reception skills coverage
	KS1 skills coverage

	Asking Questions and Proposing Theories
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	Explore the world around them and ask questions with adult support

	Begin to ask simple questions about the world around them
Ask simple questions related to a concept and discuss relevant thoughts and ideas. 
Recognise that the answers can be reached in different ways.


	Selecting a Scientific enquiry
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	Informal exploration of the World around them using the concepts of scientific enquiry implicitly

	Research using secondary sources
Grouping and Classifying
Observing over time
Noticing Patterns
Comparative and Fair Testing

	Carrying out enquiries: planning
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	Discusses with adults how to find answers to their questions

	Listen carefully as an adult explains how to find answers using types of scientific enquiry – predominantly grouping and classifying and observing closely
With adult support, perform simple tests to answer questions

	Carrying out enquiries: using scientific apparatus correctly
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	Use magnifying glasses and simple pocket microscopes to observe closely

	Use magnifying glasses and simple pocket microscopes to observe closely
Use simple timers such as egg times to monitor simple tests


	Carrying out enquiries: observing and measuring
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	Informal discussion of comparison using non-standard units

	With support from adults record simple data
Record simple data in a range of different ways


	Using evidence to draw conclusions and ask new questions.
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	Discuss with peers and adults what they have found out. Children begin to answer ‘how to you know’ questions from adults

	Talk about what they have found out during their enquiries.
Record and communicate findings in a range of different ways and begin to simple scientific language
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