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At Bowlish Infant School, our Religions and Worldviews Education (RaW) curriculum is carefully structured to meet the requirements of the Somerset Locally Agreed Syllabus from the Somerset Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE). We use the planning and resources from Jigsaw RE to deliver engaging, age-appropriate lessons that remain aligned with the syllabus, ensuring consistency and clarity in what our pupils learn.
We ensure children understand which curriculum area they are learning about. In Religions and Worldviews, we define it as:
‘Religions and Worldviews (RaW) help us learn about different people, their beliefs, and the special ways they live. We explore different religions and worldviews to understand what is important to others, so we can show respect, kindness, and curiosity about the world around us.’
Our RaW curriculum provides a broad and balanced exploration of religious and non-religious worldviews, supporting children in developing respect, understanding, and curiosity about others. Through our two-year rolling programme, pupils are introduced to a variety of traditions, beliefs, and practices, with a key focus on Christianity, as outlined by Somerset SACRE .
Teaching about Christianity is central throughout both years, with a particular emphasis on the core beliefs of God, Incarnation, Salvation, and Agape. These themes are revisited annually to support progressive learning and deeper understanding. For example, during the Spring 2 term, Year 1 children explore the Easter story and the idea of Incarnation at an introductory level, while Year 2 children revisit the concept in more depth, building on prior knowledge.
In addition to Christianity, we study Judaism and Sanatana Dharma (Hinduism) in accordance with Somerset SACRE. In Year A, pupils explore key beliefs and practices within Judaism, while in Year B, the focus shifts to Sanatana Dharma. In each case, children explore the significance of God and other central beliefs relevant to these traditions.
Our curriculum also includes non-religious worldviews, reflecting the syllabus's requirement to represent a diverse range of beliefs. We introduce one worldview in each year of the cycle—Humanism and Ethical Veganism—to encourage children to appreciate different perspectives and understand the role of personal choice and values in shaping people’s lives.
The structure of our RaW curriculum is also informed by Ofsted’s pillars of progression, supporting children to develop:
· Substantive knowledge – understanding key beliefs, symbols, practices, and stories from various religions and worldviews;
· Ways of knowing – developing the skills to explore and ask questions about religion and non-religious worldviews as a theologian, philosopher and social scientist;
· Personal knowledge – reflecting on their own ideas, assumptions, and beliefs in relation to what they learn.
Overall, our aim is for our RaW curriculum at Bowlish Infant School to support children in becoming thoughtful, respectful, and informed individuals, equipped to engage with the diverse world around them.
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