	
	
	



	Bowlish Infant School EYFS to KS1 Curriculum Bridge                                 [image: ]   

	

	Bridging the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum with the Key Stage 1 (KS1) National Curriculum is essential to ensuring continuity, consistency, and progression in children’s learning. The EYFS provides a strong foundation through a play-based, child-centred approach that fosters communication, independence, and curiosity. As children move into KS1, they encounter more formal learning structures and subject-specific content. A well-considered bridge between these two phases supports a smooth transition and helps maintain children’s confidence, engagement, and motivation.
Effective bridging ensures that the skills, knowledge, and learning behaviours developed in the foundation stage are recognised, valued, and built upon in KS1. It allows children to consolidate their learning while gradually adapting to the increased structure and expectations of the National Curriculum. By aligning teaching approaches and ensuring continuity in pedagogy, planning, and assessment, we can reduce learning gaps, support emotional wellbeing, and promote sustained academic progress.
In Art and Design, we use Access Art to develop children’s art skills. We ensure that the resources that are used in the EYFS from Access Art directly support and feed into the pathways that will be covered in KS1. The aim of these Foundation Stage resources are to The aim of these resources is to help give pupils opportunities and  experiences which enable pupils to: ‘Build dexterity skills, Explore materials and mark making in a playful way, Use bodies and imaginations to inspire making, Explore how they can reflect and share their views about what they have seen or made, Explore how art enriches our lives.’



	Expressive Art and Design / Art and Design Skills progression

	Areas of disciplinary knowledge
	Reception skills coverage
	KS1 skills coverage

	Sketchbook
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	Know that a sketchbook is for developing skills and sharing own ideas 
Know that experimenting and exploring in sketchbooks is part of developing art skills 
Test out ideas leading to a final piece 
Practice drawing skills 
Explore mark making and how they differ between drawing media

	Artist and Purpose
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	An artist is the person who created a piece of artwork. 
Experience viewing a range of pieces described as art across the 4 disciplines and know that it is all art
Show creations to others, explaining their processes 
Talk about what disciplines they enjoy or don’t enjoy e.g. I like painting

	Talk about artists and use the terms ‘draw’ ‘paint’ ‘sculpture’ and ‘collage’ to describe what type of art they create 
Talk about similarities and differences in how art is used by different cultures and through history 
Know ‘warm’ and ‘cool’ colours 
Talk about what different pieces of art from an artist including preferences
Talk about what the skills used to create own art including preferences
Reflect on own work

	Drawing 
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	Drawing is a physical activity using a variety of media to make meaningful marks on surfaces such as paper
Instinctively vary the pressure taking into account the surface and medium to ensure marks are made to desired effect 
Make observational drawings of the world around them e.g. animals and plants and show accuracy and awareness of some finer details.
	There is a relationship between drawings on paper (2d) and making (3d) - 2D drawings can be transformed into 3D objects
Drawing is a physical activity 
Explore lines made with different media (charcoal, pencil, felt pen, wax crayon, oil pastel, coloured pencils) and use them purposefully for their own effects.
Draw from photos, other drawing etc and observe larger details (i.e. overall shapes and lines). 
Draw from first hand observation and observe larger details (i.e. overall shapes and lines).

	Painting
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	Know the 3 primary colours and how to make the 3 secondary colours. 
Know that adding white to paint makes it ‘lighter’ and black to paint makes it ‘darker’
Explore painting with different paintbrushes and on different surfaces.
Use poster paint, demonstrate an increasing knowledge of how to use it including washing and drying brushes between changing colours. 
Choose colours with intention to reflect real life or for personal preferences.
	Different types of paint are used in different ways  
There are different ways that brushes can be used to make marks 
Different utensils can be used to paint with 
Explore watercolour to build up own experiences with its properties
Paint with a variety of brushes and tools 
Paint with watercolour and poster paint to explore how properties differ 
Continue to consolidate knowledge of purposeful colour mixing. 
Work back into paintings to add new details, combining different media or paint types.

	Sculpture
[image: ]

	Know how to use simple tools e.g. scissors safely and take steps to use them safely
Explore and select tools and techniques based on prior experiences when interacting with sculpting materials (junk modelling and malleable) 
Join things using appropriate tools and techniques for stability
	There are different types of sculpture and that all sculpture is 3D type of art 
Use a combination of 2 or more materials to make a sculpture 
Shape paper in different ways by rolling, folding, scrunching and tearing 
Access prior knowledge of different ways to join materials and select appropriate materials
Work in an exploratory way, make own choices based on experience and experiment.

	Collage
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	Use glue to effectively stick different types of paper or materials for a desired effect
Use different hues of the same or similar colours to create
	Understand the principles behind collage as an artform and how it can be used. 
Understand how silhouettes can be made and the artistic effect 
Collage with different types of paper. 
Tear and cut paper for effect. 
Create 2D layered artwork.
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