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Our History curriculum is carefully designed to ignite curiosity and help children develop a sense of time, change, and continuity.
At Bowlish Infant School, we ensure children understand which curriculum area they are learning about. In Geography, we define it as:
‘...learning about the past. It helps us to make sense of what has already happened so we can understand what is happening today and what might happen in the future.’
Each year our rolling programme is designed along the same principles so that there is careful development of key historical ideas in each academic year. These are reinforced further during the second academic year that each child experiences. 
In the autumn term, children will consider the changes to either toys (Year A) or transport (Year B) through history. This is placed early in the year so that the children gain a clear introduction to chronology. We describe chronology with our young children in ‘chunks’ of time that are meangingful to them: now, 25 years ago (when their parents were children). 50 years ago (when their grandparents were children), 80 years ago (wartime), 150 years ago (Victorian times). During this first unit, the children will also gain an understanding of how we know about the past and be taught very clearly about the types of historical sources. We introduce historical sources starting with the most recent so that they understand that we can ask people questions who were alive in the past. If the time period is too long ago then we still ask questions, but we ask them of videos, photographs, artwork and writing. These autumn term units are primarily focused on the big idea of ‘everyday life’.
In the spring term, we build on this knowledge by considering a period during the industrial revolution. In Year A, this is Brunel and in Year B, the Shepton Mallet riots. Both of these time periods introduce the children more explicitly to the idea of signficance – Brunel as a signfiicant person and the riots as a significant event. Both are set in the industrial revolution as a time of great change which also helps us to delve into the disciplinary knowledge of continuity and change and cause and consequence. The spring term unit allows us to develop further the concept of ‘everyday life’ but also build in ‘legacy’.
In the summer term of each academic year, we recap all of these ideas but step back further in our ‘chunks of time’ to a period ‘hundreds of years ago’. In Year A, we consider the Great Fire of London and weave together all the ideas previously introduced with further work on historical sources and developing an understanding of ‘hierarchy and power’. In Year B, a focus on castles allows for further work on concepts such as ‘hierarchy and power’ and ‘invasion and settlement’.
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