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	Definitions of big ideas
	When geographers talk about ‘place’ that means somewhere that is special to or has meaning for humans.

It might be somewhere people live, trade, learn, worship, or even somewhere to avoid but ultimately it is a location with meaning to people.
	Geography is all about being able to locate places in three-dimensional space.

We use different ideas to help us locate places, such as compass directions, height above sea level and imaginary lines which circle the Earth called lines of latitude and longitude.
	Maps show us what a space might look like from up above.

Maps have a scale. On one map we can show one school, a town, a country, a continent or the entire world. It all depends on the scale. 

We can compare places we don’t know with places we do know to help us think about the scale.
	Every place has a special environment. This means what a place is like. This might be to do with physical (natural) environments such as landscape, the climate or the biome. It might be a human environment like a city.

The type of environment that a place has affects what the place is like in lots of different ways.
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	Definitions of big ideas
	Places are always changing for lots of different reasons.

Geographers always think about the way a place has changed over time. 

There are different scales of time – some change takes a few years and others (like making rocks or fossils) take millions of years. 
	Almost everything on Earth is linked up and connected. 

This ‘big idea’ helps us to explain Earth Systems such as the water cycle, how mountains and volcanoes form, why earthquakes happen or why different places on Earth have different climates.
	There are now over 8 billion humans living on the planet. We are dependent on our planet working the way it always has done. 

The physical world affects our daily life and why humans choose to live in a place.

Humans are now having a massive impact on the physical world.
	Because, we depend on the Earth Systems of our world working properly, we need to make sure that we don’t take more from the Earth than we can replenish.

If we live sustainably, we are aiming to have as little impact on the planet overall as we can. 
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