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Our KS1 Geography curriculum is carefully designed to spark curiosity and develop a sense of wonder about the world. 
At Bowlish Infant School, we ensure children understand which curriculum area they are learning about. In Geography, we define it as:
‘... learning about the Earth and the people on it. It is learning about places, their physical features and the way people interact with their environment.’

In our geography curriculum, we use the geographical idea of zooming in and out so that the children develop a strong sense of the scale of different places over the course of the two academic years. Two key ideas for our KS1 geography are:
1) Humans live in settlements which range in size from hamlet to village to small town to large town to city. 
2) Settlements are separated by rural space and a particular area can contain many different settlements.
In every term we remind the children about the make up of our world in terms of its continents and oceans, pinpointing the UK, Somerset and Shepton Mallet. In the autumn term unit, we focus on our local area of Shepton Mallet. This unit is the same each year but with a progression in disciplinary knowledge for the Y2 children. All children will explore how aerial photographs and maps of the town correspond to the physical world. They will identify human and physical features. They will consider why people have settled here in the past and why people still choose to live here today. Year 1 children will begin to develop their understanding of mapping with a physical scaled model of the town whereas Y2 children will take their knowledge further by drawing their own maps with symbols, keys and compass directions. 
In the spring term, children will zoom into their understanding of the United Kingdom, its four nations and capital cities. They will study one of these capitals each year and compare its human and physical features to Shepton Mallet. 
In the summer term, children will zoom out further and consider very different (non-European) places with a depth study of an equatorial place in Year A and a polar place in Year B. They will compare the weather and climate in the UK to these regions. They will also consider how life and culture in different in these places because of their geographical location on the Earth. The children will study 2 different settlements in each location, one comparable in size to Shepton Mallet and one comparable in size to a city. 
Our ‘big geographical ideas’ of place, space and scale are introduced during the Autumn Term. In the Spring Term these will be revisited with a particular focus of the big idea of environment (the differences between a small town and a city). In the Summer Term the previous four big ideas will be revisited again and there be a focus on human and physical interconnections because these environments are so different, the way people live is significantly different to the UK (clothing, homes, employment).
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