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Our KS1 Art and Design curriculum is carefully structured to provide an exciting, rich, and forward-thinking learning experience. We use AccessArt to ensure our curriculum is engaging and diverse, allowing children to explore a wide range of artistic disciplines while developing essential skills and knowledge. Each child has a personal sketchbook which they develop over the duration of the rolling programme. This allows children to explore themselves as an artist through discussion of their journey with their sketchbooks.
At Bowlish Infant School, we ensure children understand which curriculum area they are learning about. In Art and Design, we define it as:
‘Art is when we use our creative ideas to make things like pictures, paintings, sculptures, or collages. It's an expressive way to show feelings, tell stories, and share ideas using colours, shapes, and lines.’
‘Design means planning and making things that people can use or enjoy.’
We introduce children to a variety of materials and techniques, helping them understand that images can be made in many ways and can come from their imagination. We encourage all children to think like artists and to explore and create in ways that are personal and unique to them.
The curriculum is taught on a two-year rolling programme, ensuring that all children receive a broad and balanced art education regardless of their year group. Each unit incorporates practical, theoretical, and disciplinary knowledge, enabling children to develop their creative confidence while deepening their understanding of artistic concepts.
Each unit introduces children to great artists and craft-makers from different historical periods or modern and local artists. This approach ensures that students are exposed to a variety of artistic styles and perspectives, fostering an appreciation of the diversity within the art world. Our curriculum champions inclusivity by featuring artists from a range of backgrounds, helping children to see themselves represented and inspired by art.
The order of topics is designed to gradually build upon children’s previous experiences, supporting the development of key artistic skills. The curriculum is sequenced to ensure progression in three key areas:
· Practical Knowledge: Children explore different techniques, such as drawing, painting, and sculpture, through hands-on experiences. Each unit encourages experimentation with materials, tools, and processes to develop fine motor skills and artistic confidence.
· Theoretical Knowledge: Children are introduced to fundamental concepts such as colour, line, texture, and form. By engaging in discussions about artworks, they develop their ability to describe, interpret, and evaluate art using appropriate vocabulary.
· Disciplinary Knowledge: Children learn to think and work like artists, understanding the creative process and making connections between their own work and that of others. This includes learning how artists develop ideas and refine their work over time.
Our curriculum provides children with opportunities to explore a wide range of artistic disciplines, including:
· Drawing: Developing mark-making skills, observational drawing, and expressive techniques.
· Painting: Exploring colour mixing, brushwork, and different painting styles.
· Sculpture: Working with a variety of materials to create 3D forms and structures.
By engaging with these disciplines across different topics and units, children develop a well-rounded artistic skill set that fosters creativity, problem-solving, and self-expression.
In designing our KS1 Art and Design curriculum, we ensure a seamless progression from the Early Years Foundation Stage by intentionally building on the knowledge and skills developed in Reception. Using AccessArt as a framework, we carefully select pathways that extend and deepen the foundational experiences children have already encountered. Key skills such as colour recognition, colour mixing, mark making, and hand-eye coordination are revisited and developed through structured, age-appropriate activities that encourage increasing independence and confidence. This continuity supports children in making meaningful connections in their learning while fostering creativity and skill progression from the very start of their artistic journey.
The careful sequencing of our KS1 Art and Design curriculum ensures that children receive an inspiring and progressive art education. By using AccessArt and including a diverse range of artists and disciplines, we provide an enriching learning experience that nurtures creativity and critical thinking. Our approach ensures that children develop a deep appreciation for the arts while gaining the skills and knowledge to express themselves confidently through artistic practice.
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