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In our Science Curriculum we focus on providing opportunities to develop scientific curiosity, critical thinking, and an understanding of the world around us. The curriculum is structured to ensure a balanced approach across the academic year, with each term focusing on different areas of science, while ensuring a connection to Earth Sciences through the study of seasonal changes as the year progresses. 
At Bowlish Infant School, we ensure children understand which curriculum area they are learning about. In Science, we define it as:
‘...learning about the World around us. We learn science because it helps us to understand the world around us. Science shows us how things work. It helps us ask questions and find answers. Science is like being a detective – looking for clues and solving mysteries about nature, animals, and even ourselves.’
In the Autumn term, the focus is on materials. Children will explore the properties of everyday materials such as wood, metal, fabric, and plastic. Children will learn about how different materials are suited to different purposes based on their properties. Each academic year begins with this area of scientific learning as it allows children to connect science subject knowledge to their everyday experiences. 
In the Spring term, the children will learn about animals, including humans. The curriculum explores the characteristics of animals, their basic needs for survival, and the life cycles of both animals and humans. Children will examine the diversity of animals, comparing and contrasting them in terms of diet, habitat, and physical features. During this term we include a focus on the human body, its basic needs (food, water, air), and how we stay healthy.
In the Summer term we take advantage of the warmer weather and learn about plants. Children will explore the parts of a plant and their functions, as well as the conditions that plants need in order to grow and thrive. Children will observe and investigate the life cycle of plants, from seed germination to flowering. Activities such as planting seeds, growing plants, and observing their changes over time encourage hands-on, experiential learning.
To ensure a well-rounded scientific education, Earth Sciences are integrated throughout the academic year. By observing seasonal changes in the environment, children will learn how weather patterns and natural phenomena such as temperature rainfall and sunlight vary throughout the year. By engaging with Earth Sciences on a continuous basis, children will understand that the Earth is a dynamic system and will develop skills of scientific inquiry as they make predictions, observe changes, and discuss their findings. They will develop an understanding of the cyclical nature of the world around them, making the science learning relevant to their daily lives. 
Throughout the year the children will also develop their understanding of the disciplinary knowledge that they need to be able to think like a scientist. The skills of asking questions, planning, using apparatus, observing and measuring and drawing conclusions will be introduced and returned to within each area of learning. There will be a progression of these skills as the children move from year 1 to year 2.
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